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Gentlemen, 

I  beg  to  submit  to  you  my  Annual  Report  for  the  year  1925 
which  is  the  quinquennial  survey  report.  I  have  compiled  it  in 
accordance  with  the  requirements  of  Circular  648,  issued  by  the 
Ministry  of  Health  on  10th  December,  1925. 

From  the  vital  statistics  it  will  be  seen 

(1)  That  the  death  rate  (9.8  per  1,000)  is  2.1  higher  than 

last  year  (7.7)  and  1.9  lower  than  the  rate  for  the  urban 
districts  of  West  Sussex  (11.7),  and  2.4  lower  than  the 
rate  for  England  and  Wales  as  a  whole  (12.2) 

(2)  The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  (60  per  1,000  births)  is 

higher  by  7  than  last  year  (53),  and  higher  by  14  than 
the  rate  for  the  urban  districts  of  West  Sussex  (46) 
and  lower  by  15  than  the  rate  for  England  and  Wales 
as  a  whole  (75). 

(3)  The  birth  rate  (13.3  per  1,000)  is  1.9  lower  than  last  year 

(15.2)  and  0.5  lower  than  the  urban  rate  for  the 
County  (13.8)  and  5.0  lower  than  the  rate  for  England 
and  Wales  as  a  whole  (18.3). 

The  Council’s  decision  during  the  past  year  to  divide  the  offices 
of  Sanitary  Inspector  and  Surveyor  will  enable  the  sanitary  state  of 
the  district  to  be  improved  by  making  it  possible  to  perform  system¬ 
atic  house  inspection  more  thoroughly,  to  carry  out  to  the  full  the 
requirements  of  the  Meat  Regulations,  and  to  maintain  much  closer 
supervision  of  Cowsheds,  Dairies,  Bakehouses  and  other  premises. 
Now  that  provision  has  been  made  by  this  means  for  a  better 
Sanitary  inspection  of  the  district  the  most  pressing  sanitary  need 
is  the  provision  of  more  houses  for  the  working  classes,  and  I  hope 
steps  may  be  taken  to  meet  this  need. 

I  am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  obedient  servant, 

WILLIAM  JAMES  BUTCHER. 


2 


NATURAL  AND  SOCIAL  CONDITIONS  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Shoreham  is  situated  on  the  south  coast,  midway  between 
Brighton  and  Worthing.  The  River  Adur,  flowing  down  from 
Bramber  to  the  south,  bounds  the  town  on  its  west  side,  and  then 
winding  under  the  Norfolk  Bridge  flows  eastwards,  until  it  again 
turns  southwards  to  enter  the  sea  through  Shoreham  Harbour. 
In  this  way  the  river  cuts  off  from  Shoreham  Town  the  shingle 
beach  south  of  the  Adur,  now  known  as  Bungalow  Town  owing  to 
the  stretch  of  bungalows  that  have  been  erected  upon  it.  This 
shingle  beach  is  within  the  Urban  District  of  Shoreham-by-Sea. 

The  chief  industries  in  the  town  are  a  Soap  Works,  Jam 
Factory,  Yacht  Building  Works,  Concrete  Ship  Works,  Chemical 
Works  and  Timber  Yards. 

The  1921  census  gave  the  following  figures  as  to  occupation  : — 

Total.  Occupied.  Unoccupied  and  retired 

Male  .  .  2823  2259  564 

Female  .  .  2966  878  2088 

Of  the  occupied  Males  234  were  engaged  in  Agriculture,  264  in 
Transport,  242  in  Commerce  and  68  in  personal  service.  Of  the 
occupied  Females  477  were  engaged  in  personal  service  and  66  as 
clerks  and  typists. 


GENERAL  STATISTICS. 

Area  (acres)  1695. 

Population  (1925)  estimated  by  Registrar  General,  7420. 
Population  (1921)  Census,  7269. 

Rateable  Value  (1925),  £40,115. 

Sum  represented  by  a  Id.  Rate,  £160. 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (1921)  Census,  1298. 

Number  of  families  or  separate  occupiers  (1921),  1443. 

EXTRACTS  FROM  VITAL  STATISTICS  OF  THE 

YEAR. 

Births — Legitimate,  total  98  (males  52  females  46)  ;  illegitimate 
total  1  (males  1,  females  0)  .Birth  Rate  13.3  per  1,000  population. 

Deaths — Total  73  (males  30,  females  43)  ;  Death  Rate  9.8 

per  1,000  population. 

Number  of  Women  dying  in,  or  in  consequence  of,  childbirth  : 
from  sepsis  0  ;  from  other  causes  0. 

Death  of  Infants  under  1  year  of  age  per  1,000  births,  60. 

Deaths  from  Measles  (all  ages),  0. 

Deaths  from  Whooping  Cough  (all  ages),  1. 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2  years),  0. 


Comparative  Statistics,  1925. 


England  and  West  Sussex 

Shoreham- 

Wales.  Urban 

Rural. 

by-Sea. 

Birth  Rate 

.  18.3  13.8 

15.7 

13.3 

Death  Rate 

.  12.2  11.7 

11.8 

9.8 

Infantile  Death  Rate 

.  75  46 

49 

60.0 

Pulmonary  Tuberculosis 

Death  Rate 

.  0.84(1924)  0.57 

0.65 

0.80 

Zymotic  Death  Rate 

.  —  0.18 

0.19 

0.26 

Cancer  Death  Rate 

.  1.2  (1924) 

— — 

0.67 

Scarlet  Fever — Incidence 

Rate  per 

1,000  pope 

i- 

la  t  ion 

.  2.36  — 

— 

2.4 

Diptheria — 

1.23  — 

— 

0.9 

Enteric  Fever  ,, 

0.07  — 

— 

0.1 

No  special  causes 

of  sickness  or 

invalidity 

have  evi- 

denced  themselves  during  the  past  five  years. 

SUMMARY  (for  reference)  OF  NURSING  ARRANGE¬ 
MENTS,  HOSPITAL  AND  OTHER  INSTITUTIONS 
AVAILABLE  FOR  THE  DISTRICT. 

Professional  Nursing  in  the  Home,  (a)  General. 

The  Shoreham -by-Sea  Urban  District  Council  now  employ  as 
whole-time  officers  two  district  nurses  (one  of  whom  acts  as  a  mid¬ 
wife)  whose  services  for  nursing  in  the  home  are  available  to  all 
residents  in  the  district  without  any  charge  being  made.  The 
County  Council  contribute  £140  per  annum  to  the  cost  of  main¬ 
tenance,  in  return  for  which  the  County  nursing  work  in  connection 
with  maternity  and  child  welfare  and  the  elementary  schools  is 
carried  out  by  the  District  Council’s  nurses. 

(b)  For  Infectious  Diseases. 

The  Council’s  nurse  also  visits  and  renders  such  nursing  services 
as  may  be  necessary,  to  all  cases  of  Measles,  Chicken  Pox,  Whooping 
Cough,  Mumps  and  Pneumonia. 

Midwives. 

There  are  three  midwives  practising  in  the  district  ;  one  is  pro¬ 
vided  by  the  District  Council  and  the  other  two  practise  privately 
on  their  own  account. 

Clinics  and  Treatment  Centres. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  conduct  a  Maternity  and 
Child  Welfare  Centre  at  the  Shoreham  Town  Hall  every  Tuesday 
afternoon,  the  Hall  being  lent  free  of  charge  by  the  District  Council. 
The  District  Council’s  two  nurses  conduct  this  centre. 
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Day  Nurseries. 

There  is  no  day  nursery  in  the  district. 

School  Clinics. 

A  School  Clinic  is  held  twice  weekly,  Tuesday  morning  and 
Friday  afternoon  at  the  Victoria  Road  Council  Schools,  a  Medical 
Officer  attending  periodically.  Children  suffering  from  defective 
vision  are  treated  at  an  eye  clinic  held  at  the  WorthingHospital,and 
those  from  enlarged  tonsils  and  adenoids  at  the  Brighton  Throat  and 
Ear  Hospital. 

Tuberculosis. 

The  County  Council  Tuberculosis  Dispensary  held  every  Monday 
morning  at  the  Worthing  Hospital  is  available  for  all  residents  in 
the  district. 

Venereal  Diseases. 

The  County  Council  Clinics  for  Venereal  Diseases  are  held  at 
the  Worthing  Hospital  on  Wednesdays  (women  3-4,  men  4-5)  and 
Fridays  (women  5-6,  men  6-7)  ;  and  at  the  Royal  Portsmouth 
Hospital  for  men  on  Tuesdays  and  Thursdays  5-7  and  on 
Wednesdays  4-6  ;  for  women  on  Wednesdays,  2-4,  Fridays  10-12. 

Hospitals  provided  or  subsidised  by  the  Local  Authority  or 

the  County  Council. 

1 .  — Tuberculosis. 

(a)  A  Tuberculosis  Ward  (12  beds)  at  the  Worthing  Isolation 
Hospital,  Swandean,  Durrington.  This  is  provided  and  controlled 
by  the  West  Sussex  County  Council. 

( b )  Aldingbourne  House  Sanatorium,  the  property  of  the 
West  Sussex  County  Council  (59  beds). 

(c)  The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  an  agreement  with 
the  Royal  West  Sussex  Hospital,  Chichester,  to  receive  patients 
suffering  from  Surgical  Tuberculosis  at  a  fee  of  2J  guineas  per  week. 

2.  — Maternity. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the 
Brighton  Lying-in  Hospital  to  provide  2  beds  for  abnormal  cases  of 
Labour  at  a  fee  of  2\  guineas  per  week. 

3. — Children. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital  for  Sick  Children,  Brighton,  whereby  2 
cots  are  reserved  for  the  admission  of  childen  under  1  year  requiring 
in-patient  treatment. 
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4.  — Fever. 

Sufferers  from  infectious  diseases  who  cannot  be  isolated  at 
home  are  removed  either  to  the  Brighton  Isolation  Hospital  or  to  the 
Hove  Isolation  Hospital,  the  Local  Authority  paying  so  much  per 
week  according  to  the  nature  of  the  case. 

5.  — Smallpox. 

The  West  Sussex  County  Council  have  entered  into  an  arrange¬ 
ment  with  the  Brighton  Corporation  for  the  isolation  of  cases  of 
Smallpox  at  the  Brighton  Smallpox  Hospital  at  Fulking. 

Other  Hospitals  available  for  the  district  but  not  subsi¬ 
dised  by  the  Local  Authority  though  receiving  fees  from  the 
County  Council  for  work  done  under  previous  headings. 

At  Brighton — 

Sussex  County  Hospital. 

Brighton  Eye  Hospital. 

Brighton  Ear  and  Throat  Hospital. 

Lying-in  Institution  and  Hospital  for  Diseases  of  Women 
Royal  Alexandra  Hospital  for  Children. 

At  Worthing — 

Worthing  Hospital 

Institutional  Provision  for  unmarried  mothers,  illegitimate 
infants  and  homeless  children— None. 

Ambulance  Facilities. 

(a)  Infectious  Cases.  When  an  infectious  case  is  removed 
to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  arrangements  are  made  with  the  Authority 
to  whose  Hospital  the  case  is  going,  to  remove  it  in  their  ambulance. 

(b)  Non -Infectious  and  Accident  Cases.  The  Red  Cross 
Ambulance  Motor  at  Brighton  is  available  for  all  accident  and  non- 
inf  ectious  cases.  The  charge  is  1/3  per  mile  unless  specially  re¬ 
commended,  when  it  may  be  reduced.  Application  should  be  made 
to  Chas.  G.  Yates,  Esq.,  9  Upper  Hamilton  Road,  Brighton.  Tel. 
Brighton  P.O.  23.  The  ambulance  is  kept  at  25  St.  John's  Road, 
Hove,  Tel.  Hove  2288. 

PUBLIC  HEALTH  STAFF. 

The  Public  Health  Staff  consists  of  the  Medical  Officer  of 
Health  (who  is  also  M.O.H.  to  the  V/est  Sussex  (Southern)  United 
(M.O.H.)  Districts, the  Sanitary  Inspector  (Mr.  A.  W.  Nye)  who  is 
also  Surveyor  to  the  Council,  and  the  District  Nurses  wrhose  names 
and  addresses  are  : — 

Nurse  E.  Johnston,  9  Hebe  Road. 

Nurse  Harding,  3  Victoria  Road. 
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At  the  end  of  1925  the  Council  decided  to  separate  the  offices 
of  Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector  and  have  appointed  Mr.  J.  W. 
Thurman  to  act  as  Sanitary  Inspector  from  April  1st,  1926,  Mr.  Nye 
remaining  Surveyor  for  the  District.  Mr.  Thurman  will  also  act  as 
Assistant  Sanitary  Inspector  to  the  New  Shoreham  Port  Sanitary 
Authority. 


LABORATORY  WORK. 

The  District  Council  pay  for  the  examination  of  Throat  Swabs 
or  Blood  Specimens  sent  by  medical  practitioners  to  the  Clinical  Re¬ 
search  Association  or  the  Ralli  Laboratory  at  Brighton. 

The  following  specimens  were  examined  during  the  past  year  ; — 

Total  Positive  Negative 

Throat  Swabs  (?  Diphtheria)  16  1  15 

ADOPTIVE  ACTS  AND  BYE-LAWS  IN  FORCE. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1890. 

Public  Health  Amendment  Act,  1907. 


Bye-laws  in  respect  to — 

Slaughter-houses 

New  Streets  and  Buildings 

Nuisances 
Pleasure  Boats 


Houses  let  in  lodgings 

Cleansing  of  footways  and  pave¬ 
ments 

Hackney  Carriages 
Tents,  Vans  and  Sheds 


PREVALENCE  AND  CONTROL  OF  INFECTIOUS 

DISEASES. 

Every  effort  is  made  to  ascertain  the  source  of  infection  in  every 
case  notified  so  that  such  source  may  not  remain  a  continuing  focus 
of  infection. 

In  the  case  of  Diphtheria  all  other  children  in  the  house  and  any 
adults  who  may  have  had  any  recent  cold  or  illness  are  swabbed. 
If  suspicion  rests  on  a  school  a  search  is  made  for  children  recently 
absent  from  a  throat  affection,  or  present  in  school  with  a  sugges¬ 
tive  nasal  discharge,  and  any  such  found  are  swabbed. 

The  Council  have  an  agreement  with  the  Clinical  Research 
Association,  London,  for  the  examination  of  Throat  and  Nasal 
Swabs,  Blood,  etc.,  etc.,  so  that  practitioners  may  send  specimens 
at  the  expense  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

To  trace  the  source  of  infection  of  Scarlet  Fever  the  School 
register  is  examined  to  ascertain  any  possible  absentee  who  may 
have  had  a  “  missed  ”  attack,  and  the  children  in  the  school  are 
examined  to  find,  if  possible,  evidence  of  desquamation. 
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Disinfection  of  every  house  infected  by  Scarlet  Fever,  Diph¬ 
theria,  Enteric  Fever,  is  carried  out,  Formic  Aldehyde  Gas  being 
used.  There  is  no  Steam  disinfection  available,  so  that  reliance  has 
to  be  placed  on  disinfection  by  Formic  Aldehyde  Gas  of  all  articles 
that  cannot  be  boiled  or  steeped  in  liquid  disinfectant.  There  are 
no  special  facilities  available  for  the  cleansing  and  disinfection  of 
verminous  persons,  but  in  case  of  necessity  it  would  be  possible,  I 
think,  to  improvise  arrangements  at  an  Isolation  Hospital. 

Diphtheria. 

2,  8,  7,  3,  7  cases  of  Diphtheria  were  notified  respectively  in 
each  of  the  last  five  years  giving  an  average  Annual  Incidence  Rate 
of  0.75  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  average  population  for  the  five 
years.  Of  these  27  cases  18  were  removed  to  the  Isolaton  Hospital. 
1  death  occurred  giving  a  Case  Mortality  of  3.6  per  cent. 

In  1922  although  only  8  clinical  cases  were  notified,  5  of  these 
occurred  at  the  Children’s  Home,  and  the  source  "of  infection 
was  traced  to  the  milk  supplied  to  the  homes.  Investigations  at 
the  local  farm  resulted  in  the  discovery  of  two  milkers  with  Diph¬ 
theria  germs  in  the  nose. 

As  swabbing  of  all  the  children  at  the  Children’s  Homes  re¬ 
vealed  129  with  Diphtheria  germs  in  the  throat  it  may  be  inferred 
there  was  a  fortunate  escape  from  a  very  serious  outbreak,  due,  I 
believe,  to  the  fact  that  the  milk  was  scalded  before  use,  and  the 
virulence  of  the  organisms  present  thereby  reduced  to  a  low  degree. 

Diphtheria  Antitoxin  is  supplied  by  the  Council  free  of  cost  for 
all  cases  in  which  the  financial  circumstances  of  the  family  are  such 
that  they  cannot  reasonably  be  expected  to  pay  for  it. 

No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Schick  Test  or  of  artificial  methods 
of  immunization. 

Scarlet  Fever. 

3,  0,  2,  15,  18  cases  of  Scarlet  Fever  were  notified  respectively 
in  each  of  the  last  five  years  giving  an  average  annual  Incidence  Rate 
of  1.06  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  average  population  for  the  five 
years.  Of  these  38  cases  11  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
No  deaths  occurred. 

No  “  Return  ”  cases  have  been  detected  during  the  past  five 
years.  No  use  has  been  made  of  the  Dick  Test  or  of  artificial 
methods  of  immunization. 

Enteric  Fever. 

2,  3,  0,  1,  1  cases  of  Enteric  Fever  were  notified  respectively  in 
each  of  the  last  five  years  giving  an  average  Annual  Incidence  Rate 
of  0.19  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  average  population  for  the  five 
years.  Of  these  7  cases  3  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 
4  deaths  occurred  giving  a  Case  Mortality  of  57  per  cent. 
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Erysipelas. 

3,  0,  6,  1,  2  cases  of  Erysipelas  were  notified  respectively  in  each 
of  the  last  five  years  giving  an  average  Annual  Incidence  Rate  of 
0.33  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  average  population  for  the  five 
years.  No  cases  were  removed  to  the  Isolation  Hospital. 

Pneumonia. 

6,  3,  8,  1,  2  cases  of  Pneumonia  were  notified  respectively  in  each 
of  the  last  five  years  giving  an  average  Annual  Incidence  Rate  of 
0.54  per  1,000,  calculated  on  the  average  population  for  the  five 
years.  3  cases  were  nursed  in  Hospital.  18  deaths  occurred. 

As  regards  the  notification  of  Pneumonia  I  am  of  opinion  that 
the  possible  assistance  that  can  be  given  by  the  Sanitary  Authority 
does  not  justify  the  cost.  Only  a  small  percentage  of  cases  are 
notified,  as  is  evident  from  the  fact  that  18  deaths  occurred  whereas 
only  20  cases  were  notified,  a  rate  of  mortality  far  greater  than 
occurs  in  Pneumonia.  The  cases  nursed  in  Hospital  were  not 
removed  by  the  Sanitary  Authority  to  an  Isolation  Hospital,  but  to 
a  General  or  Union  Hospital  by  their  friends. 

Ghickenpox. 

This  disease  is  locally  notifiable  in  the  district  and  during  the 
past  five  years  the  following  notfications  have  been  received  : — 

12,  10,  13,  11,  60  a  total  of  106  which  gives  an  Incidence  Rate  of 
2.9  per  1,000  population.  No  death  occurred.  No  case  was  removed 
to  Hospital. 

Encephalitis  Lethargica. 

2  cases  have  been  notified  during  the  past  five  years,  one  in  1922 
and  one  in  1923  ;  both  were  inmates  of  the  Steyning  Union  Infirmary 
who  had  been  admitted  from  other  Sanitary  Districts  in  the  Union. 

Cerebro  Spinal  Fever. 

One  case  was  notified  in  1924  which  ended  fatally. 

Malaria.  Trench  Fever. 

No  case  of  either  of  these  diseases  have  been  notified  during  the 
past  five  years. 


NOTIFIABLE  DISEASES 

DURING 

THE  YEAR  1925 

Total 

Cases 

Total 

Cases  admitted  to 

Deaths. 

notified. 

hospital . 

Diphtheria 

•  »  «  •  •  ♦ 

7 

4 

1 

Scarlet  Fever 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

18 

5 

0 

Enteric  Fever 

(including  Para- 

typhoid 

•  •  •  •  • 

1 

0 

0 

Erysipelas 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

0 

0 

Pneumonia 

•  •  •  •  •  • 

2 

0 

2 

Chicken  Pox 

•  «  ♦  •  •  -  • 

60 

0 

0 
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The  ages  of  the  cases  notified  were  as  follows  : — - 


Under 

1  1-2  2-3  3-4  4-5 

Diphtheria  .  .  — -  1  —  3 

Scarlet  Fever  .  .  —  —  —  2  1 

Pneumonia  .  .  —  1  —  —  - — 

Enteric  Fever  .  .  —  —  — •  —  — 

Erysipelas  .  .  —  —  —  —  - — 

Chicken  pox  ..4  2  2  3  6 


Over 

5-10  10-15  15-20  20-34  35-45  45-65  65 

32  7  2  2  —  —  — 


TUBERCULOSIS. 


New  Cases  and  Mortality  during  1925. 


Age  Periods 

New 

Cases 

X 

Deaths 

Pulm 

onar}7 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

Pulmonary 

Non- 

Pulmonary 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

M 

F 

0 

1 

1 

5 

1 

10 

15 

2 

20 

1 

•  25 

1 

3 

35 

■2 

45 

1 

1 

55 

65  and  upwards 

Totals  ... 

2 

3 

1 

1 

3 

3 

Nc  person  died  who  had  not  previously  been  notified. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  (Prevention  of  Tuberculosis)  REGULA¬ 
TIONS,  1925. 

The  above  Regulations,  which  came  into  force  on  1st  September 
last  year,  give  power  to  Sanitary  Authorities  to  prevent  persons 
suffering  from  Tuberculosis  from  following  the  occupation  of  a 
Milker  or  Dairyman  whilst  in  an  infectious  condition. 

No  case  has  so  far  arisen  in  the  district  requiring  action  under 
these  Regulations. 


PUBLIC  HEALTH  ACT,  1925,  Section  62. 

The  above  section  gives  powers  to  Country  Councils  and  to 
Urban  and  Rural  Councils  to  apply  to  a  Court  of  Summary  Juris¬ 
diction  when  the  Home  Circumstances  of  a  patient  suffering  from 
Pulmonary  Tuberculosis  are  such  as  to  make  it  impossible  to  prevent 
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the  spreading  of  infection.  The  Hospital  or  Institution  accommo¬ 
dation  must  be  provided  by  the  Authority  without  cost  of  the 
patient,  and  the  Authority  may  be  required  by  the  Court  to 
contribute  to  the  cost  of  maintenance  of  the  patient’s  dependents 
during  his  detention  in  Hospital. 

No  action  has  been  called  for  under  this  section  during  the  past 
year. 


MATERNITY  AND  CHILD  WELFARE. 

Measles  and  Whooping  Cough. 

Neither  of  these  have  been  made  locally  notifiable.  Reports  are 
sent  by  Head  Teachers  of  all  Elementary  Schools  to  the  Medical 
Officer  of  Health  as  well  as  to  the  School  Medical  Officer  of  all  cases 
occurring,  or  suspected,  in  the  schools. 

All  cases  of  Measles  and  Whooping  Cough  are  visited  and 
Nursing  services  offered  by  the  District  Nurse  who,  as  explained 
elsewhere,  is  an  Official  of  the  Sanitary  Authority. 

The  Death  Rate  from  these  diseases  calculated  on  the  average 
population  during  the  past  five  years  was  as  follows  : — 

Measles  .  .  0.4  per  1,000  population. 

Wdiooping  Cough  .  .  0.4 

Epidemic  Diarrhoea. 

The  number  of  deaths  from  this  disease  during  the  past  five 
years  has  been  respectively  0,  2,  0,  0,  0,  giving  a  death  rate  of  0.27 
per  1,000  population. 

Puerperal  Fever. 

No  case  of  Puerperal  Fever  has  been  notified  in  the  District 
during  the  past  five  years.  No  death  has  occurred  from  Puerperal 
Sepsis  and  only  one  death  from  other  accidents  and  diseases  of 
pregnancy,  giving  a  total  maternal  death  rate  from  childbirth  of  1.8 
per  1,000  children  born. 

Opthalmia  Neonatorum. 

1,  0,  0,  2,  1  cases  have  been  notified  respectively  during  the  past 
5  years,  giving  an  Incidence  Rate  per  1,000  children  born  of  7.2. 
On  receipt  of  every  notification  the  County  Medical  Officer  is  in¬ 
formed  so  that  a  nurse  may  be  supplied  if  needed  under  the  County 
Council  Infant  Welfare  Scheme. 
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The  following  table  shews  the  result  of  treatment  : — 

1921-1926. 


Cases 

Vision 

un¬ 

impaired 

. 

Vision 

impaired 

Total 

Blind¬ 

ness 

Deaths 

Notified 

Treated 

At 

Home 

In 

Hospital 

4 

3 

1 

4 

— 

Poliomyelitis. 

No  case  has  been  notified  during  the  past  five  years. 


Infantile  Mortality. 

The  Infantile  Mortality  Rate  during  the  past  five  years  has  been 
respectively  104,  57,  51,  53,  60  per  1,000  births  giving  an  average 
annual  rate  of  65. 

The  causes  of  death  and  the  ages  of  the  six  children  who  died 
under  one  year  of  age  during  1925  were  as  follows  : — 


Cause  of  Death. 

Age. 

Sex. 

Remarks. 

Premature  Birth. 

10  hours. 

F 

8  months  child. 

Acute  Bronchitis  and 
Debility 

27  days 

F 

— — 

Debility  from  Birth 

30  hours 

F 

12th  Child.  Mother’s 
health  very  poor. 

Premature  Birth 
Convulsions 

1  month 

8  months  child.  Went 
out  to  work  7  hours 
a  day,  7  days  a 
week  up  to  one 
month  from  con- 
f  inmen  t. 

Congenital  malform¬ 
ation  of  bladder 

1  month 

M 

Worked  in  a  shop 
7  hours  a  day  6 
days  a  week  first 
six  months  of  preg¬ 
nancy. 

Premature  Birth. 

6  days 

F 

7  months  child 
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SANITARY  CIRCUMSTANCES  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

The  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  Area  in  respect  to  Water 
Supply,  Pollution  of  Streams,  Drainage  and  Sewerage,  Closet  Accom¬ 
modation  and  Scavenging  are  shown  in  tabular  form  on  the  attached 
fly  leaf. 

The  Council  resolved  during  the  past  year  to  lay  sewers  in  the 
principal  roads  (Beach  Road,  Old  Fort  Road  and  Ferry  Road) 
in  the  part  of  the  district  known  as  Bungalow  Town  and  to  make 
up  these  roads  under  the  Private  Street  Works  Act.  The  length 
of  new  sewer  will  be  about  2  miles. 

The  sewers  will  carry  the  sewage  to  a  pumping  station  near  the 
Flood  Arch  and  thence  to  the  existing  outfall  sewage  works. 
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SANITARY  INSPECTION  OF  THE  DISTRICT. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Milk  Supply. 

The  structural  condition  of  the  five  cowstalls  is  on  the  whole 
fairly  good,  though  a  satisfactory  condition  of  cleanliness  in  one  or 
two  can  only  be  maintained  by  frequent  and  vigilant  inspection.  I 
think  that  the  Council  should  utilize  the  powers  under  Section  5  of 
the  1914  Milk  Act  which  came  into  operation  last  year  and  authorise 
the  Inspector  to  take  samples  and  in  the  first  instance  filter  them 
through  cotton  wool  filters  so  as  to  detect  dirty  ones.  If  such  are 
found  second  samples  should  be  taken  from  the  same  purveyor  and 
sent  for  bacteriological  examination,  further  action  being  taken  if 
necessary. 

In  the  absence  of  such  action  dirty  milk  can  be  and  is  sold  with 
impunity  and  without  any  chance  of  the  fact  coming  to  the  know¬ 
ledge  of  the  Sanitary  Authority  or  their  officers. 

As  to  the  quality,  as  distinct  from  cleanliness  of  the  milk  sold, 
below  is  a  table  showing  the  number  of  samples  taken  under  the 
Food  and  Drugs  Act  during  the  past  year  by  the  County  Council. 

One  or  two  of  the  six  retail  premises  leave  a  good  deal  to 
be  desired  as  regards  their  structure.  I  am  pleased  to  report  that 
one  purveyor  has  during  the  past  year  erected  new  thoroughly  up- 
to-date  premises  with  modern  equipment  for  cooling  milk,  for 
bottling  it,  and  for  sterilizing  by  steam  all  utensils,  with  separate 
accommodation  for  the  sale  of  Grade  A  Milk. 


MILK. 

No.  Samples  Genuine.  Adul- 

taken.  terated. 

9  7  2 


OTHER  FOOD  OR  DRUGS. 


No.  Samples 

Genuine. 

Adul¬ 

taken. 

terated. 

2 

2 

0 

(one  whisky 

one  cream). 

It  will  be  seen  that  the  total  number  of  samples  taken  is  only 
1.4  samples  per  1,000  population  whereas  3  samples  per  1,000  is  the 
number  suggested  by  the  Ministry  of  Agriculture. 

I  think  more  Milk  and  other  food  samples  should  be  taken  under 
the  Food  and  Drugs  Act  and  suggest  that  the  local  Authority  request 
the  attention  of  the  County  Council  to  the  small  number  of  samples 
taken  and  the  need  for  increasing  the  number. 


Tuberculous  Regulations,  1925. 

The  County  Council  are  responsible  for  the  administration  of 
the  Tuberculosis  Regulations,  1925,  which  deal  with  Tuberculous 
Cattle  and  their  milk. 
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Designated  Milk. 

No  licence  to  r 
issued. 

Registration, 

No  application  to  be  registered  as  a  purveyor  of  milk  has 
been  refused  and  no  registration  has  been  revoked. 

Premises. 

No.  of  Dairymen  (Cowkeepers  and  Milksellers)  etc.  in  the 

district  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  11 

No.  of  these  registered  (Order  of  1885,  See.  6  (1)  (2)  .  .  11 

No.  licensed  as  Retailers  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

No.  of  Dairymen,  etc.  (Butter  and  Cheesemakers)  in  the 
district  (Order  of  1885,  Sec.  6  (5)  (6)  i.e.  exempt  from 
registration  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

No.  of  Cowsheds  on  register  . .  . .  .  .  . .  5 

No.  of  Milkshops  on  register  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

No.  of  inspections  made  : — (1)  Cowsheds  ..  ..  80 

(2)  Milkshops  . .  .  .  20 

No.  of  inspections  during  milking  time  .  .  .  .  12 

No  of  contraventions  of  the  Regulations  found  .  .  .  .  10 

No.  of  premises  found  to  require  : — 

(a)  Cleansing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

(b)  Structural  or  Sanitary  Improvements  : —  2 

(1)  Nuisance  arising  from  Pig  Yard  .  .  .  .  1 

(2)  Nuisance  from  large  accumulation  of  manure  1 

No.  of  these  requirements  carried  out  : — 

(a)  Cleansing  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  10 

(b)  Structural  or  Sanitary  improvements  : —  2 

(1)  Nuisance  from  Pig  Yard  ..  ..  1 

(2)  Nuisance  from  large  accumulation  of  manure  1 

Water  Supply  : —  Public  Supply.  Well  Water. 

Cowsheds  All  — 

Dairies  and  Milkshops  All  — 


Legal  Proceedings. 

Number  of  Summonses  issued  under  the  Order 


•  ♦ 


None 
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Meat. 

(1)  Inspection  of  carcases  under  the  Meat  Regulations  has  been 
carried  out  by  Mr.  Nye  with  the  following  result  : — 


Nature 

No.  of 

No.  Condemned 

of  Carcase 

Carcases  inspected 

whole 

in  part 

Bovine 

20 

0 

0 

Sheep 

10 

0 

0 

Pigs 

6 

0 

0 

There  are  two  Registered  Slaughter  Houses  in  the  district  of 
which  40  inspections  were  made.  No  contraventions  were  found. 

The  Butchers'  shops  and  the  carts  used  to  deliver  meat  have 
been  inspected.  Verbal  notice  to  improve  the  condition  as  to 
handling  and  delivering  meat  have  been  given  on  several  occasions. 

There  are  no  meat  stalls  in  the  district. 

(2)  There  is  no  Public  Slaughter  House  in  the  district. 

(3)  Moat  marking  is  not  in  force. 


Slaughter  Houses. 

In  1920. 

Registered  2 

Licensed  0 


In  Jan.  1925.  In  Dec.,  1925. 

2  2 

0  0 


Total 


2  2  2 


Other  Foods. 

Bakehouses. 

There  are  2  bakehouses  in  the  district  of  which  25  inspections 
have  been  made.  Neither  of  them  is  underground.  No  defects  have 
been  found  requiring  notice. 

Food  Surrendered  or  Seized. 

One  parcel  of  frozen  livers  was  found  on  a  Butcher’s  premises 
and  being  unsound  was  surrendered  and  destroyed. 

Food  Poisoning. 

No  case  of  food  poisoning  has  been  brought  to  my  notice  during 
the  past  year. 

Food  and  Drugs  Act. 

The  administration  of  this  Act  is  carried  out  by  the  County 
Council  but  as  l  have  said  under  Milk,  the  number  of  samples  taken 
was  insufficient  for  a  population  of  7420. 
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Housing. 

(1)  General  Housing  Conditions  in  the  Area. 

(1)  Estimated  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  1502 

During  the  past  5  years  250  houses  have  been  built,  56 
representing  the  Council’s  Housing  Scheme  completed  in  1922, 
122  being  Bungalows  on  the  beach.  The  remaining  72  include 
38  houses  which  have  been  built  with  state  assistance,  28  in  the 
form  of  subsidy,  and  10  in  the  form  of  loan.  At  the  1921  Census 
115  houses  were  occupied  by  2  families  and  14  by  3  or  more 
families.  A  fair  portion  of  the  houses  in  the  district  are  old. 

(2)  There  is  undoubtedly  a  serious  shortage  of  houses  for 
the  working  classes  in  the  district.  Since  the  Council  completed 
their  scheme  of  56  houses  in  1922  they  have  built  no 
more,  though  at  the  time  of  writing  a  second  scheme  is  under 
consideration,  and  eight  houses  have  been  commenced  since 
January  1st,  under  the  Housing  Act,  1924. 

(3)  No  important  change  in  population  is  anticipated. 


(2)  Overcrowding. 

Extent. 

It  is  difficult  to  state  the  exact  number  of  cases  of  over¬ 
crowding  at  any  given  time,  but  the  fact  that  129  houses  con¬ 
tained  2  or  more  families  on  Census  night  is  an  indication  of  its 
extent,  as  is  the  fact  recorded  at  the  Census  that  7  families 
containing  3  or  more  members  lived  in  one  room,  and  53  in 
two  rooms.  Six  cases  of  overcrowding  came  under  notice  during 
the  past  year,  five  of  which  were  abated.  The  particulars  of  the 
sixth  case  are  as  follows  : 


House  with  3  bedrooms— 8  adults,  6  children,  as  follows  : 

Man  and  wife,  one  bedroom  and  use  of  kitchen. 

Man  and  wife  and  5  children,  one  bedroom  and  use  of  kitchen. 
Mother  and  adult  daughter,  one  bedroom  for  living  and  sleeping. 
Man  and  wife  and  one  bov,  two  rooms. 

Causes. 

The  cause  of  overcrowding  is  the  insufficiency  of  houses. 

Measures  Taken. 

The  Council  have  now  decided  to  undertake  the  erection  of 
houses  under  the  1924  Housing  Act  and  8  have  already  been 
commenced. 


IS 

0 

(3)  Fitness  of  Houses. 

General  Standard  of  Housing  in  the  Area. 

The  general  standard  of  housing  in  the  district  is  very  fair 
having  regard  to  the  number  of  old  houses. 

General  Character  of  the  defects  found. 

The  principal  defects  found  are  dampness,  general  delapi- 
dations,  defective  guttering,  lack  of  food  store,  unclean]  in  ess. 

Defects  do  not  appear  to  be  remedied  by  the  owners 
as  a  result  of  their  own  supervision.  It  is  only  when  the  Sani¬ 
tary  Authority  or  their  Inspector  intervene  that  anything  is 
done.  The  fact  that  of  112  houses  unremedied  at  the  end  of 
1924,  70  still  remain  unremedied,  and  that  of  192  houses  found 
defective  in  1925  no  action  has  been  taken  by  the  owners  in 
respect  of  106,  clearly  indicates  that  a  much  more  active  policy 
is  required. 

(4)  Unhealthy  Areas. 

It  can  hardly  be  said  that  there  is  an  unhealthy  area  in  the 

J  J 

district. 

(5)  Byelaws  relating  to  houses,  to  houses  let  in  lodgings,  and  to 
Tents,  Vans,  Sheds,  etc.,  are  in  force  in  the  district. 

Housing  Statistics,  1925. 

Number  of  new  houses  erected  : — 

'  Total  (including  11  Bungalows  on  Beach).  .  43 

With  State  assistance  under  Housing  Acts  : — 

By  Local  Authority  .  .  . .  .  .  .  .  Nil 

By  other  bodies  or  persons  . .  20  subsidy  houses 

Housing  (Inspection  of  District)  Regulations  1910. 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  inspected  ..  ..  ..  296 

Total  No.  of  inspections  made  ..  ..  ..  488 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  found  .  .  192 

No.  of  dwelling  houses  in  which  defects  were  rectified  (i.e., 
made  fit  for  human  habitation)  without  recourse  to 
Closing  Orders  Sec.  17  : — 

(a)  By  Inspector’s  intimation  notice  .  .  55 

(b)  By  action  of  Sanitary  Authority  ..  ..  1 


56 
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Defective  Houses  : — position  at  31st  December,  1925  : — 


(1)  Actually  remedied  ..  ..  56 

(2)  Works  in  progress  .  .  .  .  .  .  20 

(3)  Owner  promised  to  remedy  but  not  started  10 

(4)  Closed  (a)  Voluntarily  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(b)  After  Closing  Order  .  .  .  .  0 

(5)  No  progress  made  yet  (12  of  these  were  only 
inspected  during  the  last  month  of  the  year  106 

Total  .  .  .  .  192 


Unremedied  Defective  Houses  at  end  of  1924. 

Last  year’s  report  showed  112  houses  unremedied. 

Of  these  32  have  been  remedied. 

10  have  been  partly  remedied. 

and  70  remain  unremedied  for  the  following  reasons  : — 


Defective  Houses.  Nature  of  Defects. 

Cleansing  (re-papering,  distempering,  etc.,  . .  .  .  30 

Structural  (walls,  roof,  floors,  yard)  .  .  ...  73 

Sanitary  (closet,  drains,  ventilation)  .  .  .  .  30 

Ashpits  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  45 

As  to  water  supply  .  .  .  .  .  .  nil 

Overcrowding  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Other  defects,  accumulations,  etc.  .  .  .  .  8 


Unfit  Dwelling  Houses. 

I.  Inspection. 

(1)  Total  number  of  dwelling  houses  inspected 
for  housing  defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing 

Acts)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  296 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  in¬ 

spected  and  recorded  under  the  Housing  (Inspection  of 
District)  Regulations,  1910  .  .  .  .  .  .  296 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  found  to  be  in  a 
state  so  dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  be  unfit 

for  human  habitation  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  nij 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  (exclusive  of  those 
referred  to  under  the  preceding  sub-heading)  found  not 

to  be  in  all  respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation  192 


II.  Remedy  of  Defects  without  Service  of  Formal  Notices 

Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit 
in  consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  Local  Authori¬ 
ty  or  their  officers  ..  ..  ..  ..  51 

III.  Action  Under  Statutory  Powers, 

A.  Proceedings  under  section  3  of  the  Housing,  Act,  1925. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  repairs  .  .  .  .  5 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  which  were  ren¬ 
dered  fit 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  5 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  0 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Closing  Orders  became  operative  .  .  . .  0 

In  pursuance  of  declarations  by  owners  of  intention  to 

close  . .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  .  .  0 

B.  Proceedings  under  Public  Health  Acts. 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be  re¬ 
medied  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects 
were  remedied 

(a)  By  owners  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(b)  By  Local  Authority  in  default  of  owners  ..  0 

C.  Proceedings  under  sections  11,  14  and  15  of  the 

Housing  Act,  1925  .  .  .  .  .  .  . .  0 

(1)  Number  of  representations  made  with  a  view 

to  the  making  of  Closing  Orders  .  .  . .  .  .  0 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling  houses  in  respect  of  which 
Closing  Orders  were  made. 

(3)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  to 

Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the  dwelling-houses 
having  been  rendered  fit  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(4)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of 

which  Demolition  Orders  were  made  .  .  .  .  0 
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(5)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in 

pursuance  of  Demolition  Orders  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

(6)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished 

voluntarily  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  0 

Factories,  Workshops  and  Workplaces. 

Inspections  made  : —  Factories  .  .  12 

Workshops  40 

Workplaces  2 

Six  notices  were  served,  three  in  respect  to  want  of  cleanliness, 
one  to  want  of  ventilation  and  two  for  other  nuisances,  all  of  which 
were  complied  with. 

There  are  no  outworkers  in  the  district. 

Other  Work. 

The  Sanitary  Inspector's  work  in  connection  with  Dairies, 
Slaughterhouses,  Factories  and  Workshops  and  Housing,  is  shown 
separately  under  these  headings,  but  in  addition  the  following 


work  has  been  done. 

Offensive  accumulations.  No.  inspected  ..  ..  3 

Nuisance  abated  ..  ..  3 

Keeping  of  Animals  so  as  to 

be  a  nuisance  No.  inspected  ..  ..  3 

Nuisance  abated  .  .  .  .  3 

No.  of  Privies  converted  to  Pail  Closets  .  .  .  .  0 

No.  of  Privies  converted  to  Water  Closets  . .  .  .  0 

No.  of  new  Earth  Closets  provided  .  .  .  .  .  .  3 

No.  converted  to  Water  Closets  .  .  .  .  .  .  6 

Water  Closets.  No.  repaired  or  improved  ..  ..  0 

No.  of  new  Dust  Bins  required  and  provided  . .  . .  250 

Cesspools.  No.  cleansed  or  repaired  ..  ..  ..  110 

Cesspools.  No.  abolished  and  drains  connected  to  sewer  .  .  0 

Drain,  drain-traps.  No.  inspected  . .  .  .  .  .  12 

Nuisance  abated  .  .  12 
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Summary. 

Total  number  of  inspections  made  for  all  purposes  . .  765 

Total  number  of  Notices  served — Informal  ..  ..  416 

Statutory  . .  . .  5 

Complaints  received  . .  . .  . .  .  .  49 

Found  justified  and  dealt  with  .  .  .  .  .  .  47 


Schools, 

There  are  six  elementary  schools  in  the  district.  All  have  the 
public  water  supply  laid  on.  For  sanitary  conveniences  5  have 
Water  Closets  (trough  or  pedestal)  and  one  Earth  Closets. 


